Elder Board 
By Cal K.
“Guarding the doctrine, shepherding the flock, and overseeing the vision.”   Those are the three responsibilities of the Elder Board at Elim Evangelical Free Church. As we look back on the year, we want to praise the Lord for the many blessings that He has given us at Elim. We continue to work within the vision statement of “Elim, An Oasis for Renewal with God and with one another” with our purposes being making disciples, authentic worship, and sharing the reality of God’s love.   

This year, one of the big issues facing Elim that the elders have prayed about and discussed is the building project. The elders have long understood that in many ways, our facility is becoming a barrier to our ability to work within the three areas of our purpose. As we have tried to understand the needs and formulate a plan, we became aware of the magnitude of the project and the reality of what it would cost. We reached a point this year where we felt the need to get more congregational support before proceeding further.   In October, we invited the congregation to a time of prayer and fasting during which we had open forums to discuss what has been done thus far and where we might go in the future. Following this, we had a congregational meeting where we were able to get overwhelming support for proceeding to the next steps of facilities planning given a reasonable budget (based on current giving trends and growth). You may expect updates on this project in 2007 as we gather more information and get plans drawn up.

We have a system of elder liaisons set up that allow each elder the chance to work in specific areas of ministry, in order to better understand their needs and be able to communicate back to the ministry areas more of the “big picture” from the board’s perspective. In 2006, the assignments were:

Larry S – Worship



Cal K – Missions

Dan A – Adult Ministries


John P - Stewardship

Steve K – Children’s Ministry,            
Ko W – Building Project

                Property, Men’s Ministries

In addition, we have been blessed to have Steve K serve as the point man for many special projects. With the potential addition of two new elders in 2007, it is hoped that we may be able to rotate some of the elders to new areas of ministry.   

The elder board has seen several positive areas of spiritual growth at Elim this year. To name three, there are several major short term mission trips going out in 2007, the interest we have seen among those at Elim for ministry in our community, and the response we got to the building project. We continue to pray for God’s leading as He continues to shape this congregation for the purposes that He has for us. One potential challenge in this area is members’ commitment to participation in church governance. It will be important in 2007 for more of our membership to actively participate in decisions that we will face. Also, there will be an increased call to good stewardship of the resources God has given us. We will be raising support for several mission trips and facing some expenses with building/facilities issues. The Lord will challenge each of us to remember that it is truly all His and to be generous and cheerful givers. One challenge we have dealt with this year is changes in the membership at Elim. Several families have moved on to other areas of the country or have felt called to serve the Lord in other churches in this area. Our heartfelt prayers go with each one who has moved on from the “Oasis” into other ministries. While they will be missed, we are encouraged that the Lord has plans for them in the new congregations where they will be serving. Our desire is that believers serve the Lord whole-heartedly wherever the Lord calls them. Further, our desire is that when people do feel the need to move on, this can be done in ways that reflect well on the Body of Christ. We have been blessed to be able to have families be celebrated as they move onto new ministries for the Lord.  

The Lord has also brought many newcomers to Elim. This has been a joy to us as we get to know them. It is wonderful to see how the Lord puts together this body of believers at Elim by bringing in people with specific gifts and talents as He sees our need. He continues to be faithful in this. It has been especially encouraging to see families who are relatively new to Elim requesting membership and taking active roles in the ministries here.   

Please take the time to notice and greet those who you don’t know. This is so important so that people can find out about who we are and what goes on around Elim. Dan A and I are teaching an “Elim 101” class in January to give you a chance to learn about where we have been and where we are going. Dan has been working on the Elim website at www.elimefc.org/. This is a great resource to “stay connected” with what is going on at Elim. There is a need for more “content” so we encourage you to provide content to Dan or one of the pastors or other church leader.   

In closing, the Elders want to thank all of those who help out at Elim, often “behind the scenes”. In particular, thanks to all of those who helped with painting and decorating the building this year. Also, thanks to Steve W, Hans M, Noah M, John R, and Dave B for all that they have done to keep the grounds and facilities up.   Thanks to Steve S and the Stewardship Team for all the hard work they do. Thanks also to those who volunteer to care for and teach our children, to those who work with our youth, to those who serve on the worship team, to those who run the slides and the sound board, and to those who take care of the kitchen duties. All of you should be assured that the Lord has used your service to His glory.   

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.   (Eph 1:3)

Adult Ministries
By Martin Schlomer

Adult ministries continue to maintain. We are in need of an Adult Ministries Director(s) who will work with an excellent leadership team consisting of Community Groups leaders, Adult Education Coordinator, Women’s Ministries Board, and Men’s Ministries. If you would like to learn more about this essential role, see Pastor Martin.

Community Groups

Community Groups continue to move forward thanks to a great group of committed leaders. Doug and Nancy I., John and Sandy V., Steve and Rebecca S., Brian and Tomina Sharpe, Brian and Cindy Waple, Martin and Kim Schlomer, Dan and Frances A., and Matt and Wendy K. continue to serve faithfully in pasturing those in their groups. It is a joy to work with such a faithful group of men and women.

Women’s Ministry  - (written by Barbara McCullough)

The Women's Ministry theme for 2006 continued to be "Our Shephard's Heart".  It was our goal and desire to draw the women of Elim to the Shephard's heart through fellowship times, participation in Bible Studies (offered both during the day and evenings) as well as through special events like the Women's Tea, the Annual Elim Women's Retreat, and Cozy Christmas.  Overall we had 10 special events for the women of Elim in 2006.   

One of the special emphasis' of the Women's Ministry Counsel is the Service function to the women of Elim.  It is our goal to make sure that all the women who are sick or in need of assistance, are touched.  We provide cards, words of encouragement, flowers, meals, and prayer.  Deb Webb has done an excellent job of coordinating this function along with assistance from Amy Cruver in meal coordination.  

Our women's Bible study classes were a great success this year.  Both the daytime and evening women's bible study groups completed the study, Believing God by Beth Moore in 2005.  The daytime study went on to complete Calm My Anxious Hear" by Linda Dillow in June of 2006.  The evening study went on to study Seeking Him by Nancy Leigh DeMoss.  

In September 2006, both women's bible study groups started new studies.  The evening group began Breaking Free; Making Liberty in Christ a Reality in Life by Beth Moore.  This study is lead by Cindy Waple.  The morning group began A Woman's Heart, God's Tabernacle by Beth Moore.  This study is lead by Linda McCoy and Helen Eash.  Both groups have seen God's hand at work through deeper relationships with Christ and with one another.  

The Women's Ministry Counsel has published 7 newsletters over the last year.  These newsletters have contained information about upcoming events, articles from Counsel members, notes of encouragement, as well as general Elim news and information.  Debi Tonsager has been our Editor in Chief for this publication with great success.  We have also been gathering recipes to put our Women of Elim Cookbook together in 2007.  

In 2006, the Annual Elim Women's Retreat was held the last weekend of October at Natapoc Lodge near Leavenworth, Washington.  There were 37 women who attended.  The speaker's focus was on God's Gifts.  It was truly amazing to see how God put this event together from the committee led by Janine Lawrence to the speakers, the women who God wanted in attendance, and the events that took place during the Retreat.  God's hand was so evident in revealing His purpose and His gifts to all who participated.   

In 2006, the women of Elim experienced a great time of fellowship, and learning and growing in Christ.  We look for more opportunities to serve the women of Elim in 2007.  We would ask your prayers that God would direct our path in every interaction and event to His glory.   

Women's Ministry Counsel:  

Chair, Linda McCoy (January - February 2006) 

Co-Chairs, Kim Schlomer & Barbara McCullough (March -June 2006) 

Chair, Barbara McCullough (July-December 2006) 

Fellowship Coordinator, Nancy Ide 

Service Coordinator, Deb Webb 

Spiritual Coordinator, Linda McCoy 

Information Coordinator, Debi Tonsager 

Retreat Coordinator, Janine Lawrence 
Men’s Ministry – (written by Brian Sharpe)

Men's Ministry had a year to build on.  This past year men's retreat was a little smaller than usual but still very well done.  Our goal going into the retreat was to get guys involved in accountability groups.  We have at Elim 6-10 men's accountability groups now.  The other goal we had was to get the guys that are in accountability groups together once a quarter.  We had two  get-togethers and are looking at doing more in 2007. God is at work in the men. The men's ministry covets your prayers. Currently Martin, Brian, Doug I. and Steve K. are leading this ministry. Men, please sign-up for this years’ retreat; if you want to be involved with accountability please talk to one of us.

Adult Education – (written by Frances A.)

The purpose of Adult Education classes is to teach, disciple, train and encourage the people of Elim in their spiritual walks with varied classes ranging on books of the Bible, doctrine, and topical and/or practical subjects.

In 2006 we had the following classes and teachers:

· Understanding Youth Culture – taught by Brian Sharpe and Phil D.
· Prophecy/End Times – Harold Eash

· Forging Friendships in a Fragmented World – Martin Schlomer

· The "One Anothers" – Cindy Waple

· Influence of Different World Views on our Kid's Spiritual Walks – Brian Sharpe and Phil D.
· From Maintenance to Missional, Part I – Cindy Waple



(The Role of God's People in God's Work.)

· From Maintenance to Missional, Part II – Martin Schlomer



(Penetrating Puyallup with the heart, hands and word of Christ.)
In many ways, I feel like Paul when he writes to the Thessalonian believers, 

1 Thessalonians 4: 9 Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.
College-Career Ministry 
IT'S ALL ABOUT JESUS
By Larry S

 

Darlene and I are beginning our fourth year of leadership in college and career ministries at Elim, and we are grateful to the Lord and to Elim for allowing us to be a part of the lives of the "next generation," particularly those individuals who are in that important transition between youth and adulthood. 

 

The highlights of 2006 for us were threefold:

 

1) We started the year in a very extended in-depth study of the book of Isaiah, which in itself is a "microcosm" of the entire Bible. (We appreciate the courage and patience of those students who tackled this long and difficult study with us!) But it was truly a blessing to see how Jesus comes alive in the pages of Old Testament prophecy, and to be encouraged to trust that God is working out His will even in the most difficult of times. 

 

2) While Mandy and I were in Africa this summer, the group met in students' homes and shared their life stories. Darlene says hearing the students' stories was a particular highlight for her. 

 

3) In the fall we switched gears and began a study of the book of Hebrews. Though no one knows for sure who the human author of Hebrews was, it is a book that exalts the supremacy of Christ and seeks to put worshippers' focus squarely on Him. 

 

So the entire year, for us, to sum, has been all about Jesus! We have all grown together in the depth of our relationship with and appreciation for His ministry in our lives. 

 

As we consider the year ahead, we have several goals. Many of the students are transitioning to a different place in their lives (getting engaged, and/or making academic or professional transitions). We have a "new crop" of highschoolers who will be joining us, and we look forward to getting to know them. A key focus therefore will be on relationships and mentoring. We would like to see each student involved in positive accountability relationships. 

 

We also are praying for God to raise up more student leadership of the college/career efforts. We have some very qualified and dedicated young people, and we have seen God grow them by encouraging them to take on leadership responsibilities and serve others. May 2007 be the year that He turns us into more effective servants to the Body of Christ, to "the least of these" Jesus came to save, and therefore to Christ himself. 

 

Children’s Ministry

By Cheryl Weller

We serve an Awesome God who always shows us His love and grace. As I reflect back on 2006 all I can say is “Praise You Jesus”. The children that have been touched in the ministries here is all due to the work of Jesus working through the many volunteers who serve Him.  

Here are the average numbers of children that have been touched by Jesus through the ministries here at Elim Evangelical Free Church.  


Sunday School – 14


Children’s church – 23


AWANA – 71


CEF – 12


Summer ministry – 76  

I’m not really into the numbers game, but looking at these numbers I see children who have accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior. I also see children who are growing in their faith and are the churches’ future leaders. 

The many volunteers who serve their Lord in children’s ministries are to be thanked. We have over 60 volunteers who work with the children here at Elim Evangelical Free Church. I just want to say from my heart and with a hug –“THANK YOU” you are loved and appreciated.  

As we look into 2007 I ask you for your prayers for this ministry.  That God’s will is done and that God would be glorified.  Thank you for allowing me to serve here at Elim Evangelical Free Church. I am blessed to be in this family and to serve my Lord in the children’s ministry.

Worship Team

By Brian Waple

Is it already 2007? Wow…that was fast. Since taking over the Worship ministry last January, I have been truly blessed to be able to work with some very enthusiastic and committed people. They have shown me what it really means to be passionate about worship. Because of that, this year has been a real learning and growing experience for me and I hope for you as well. While my focus has been (and will continue to be) authentic worship that is honoring to God, it has been my intent to engage the congregation as much as possible in worship. This will continue for 2007. In addition, I would like the worship team members to take advantage of local learning opportunities available throughout the year. More about that later.

I believe that musical worship can be expressed beautifully through both new songs and old hymns. I believe that we can transcend differences in style when we begin to understand and appreciate whom we are worshipping. In addition, I would like to add other aspects of worship (it's not just about the music, you know!) that involve the congregation. More responsive readings, scripture readings, congregational prayer…the reading of God's word and quiet times in His presence. These have just as much to do with worship as singing. We want to praise him with our voices, but we also want to know more about Him and share our victories and struggles with Him. Worship is about praising Him through music, the reading of the Word, prayer and learning about Him from the pulpit.  

I mentioned earlier about local learning opportunities. For the past two years I've had the opportunity to attend the Christian Musicians Summit (CMS), held at Overlake Christian Church in Redmond. This is a wonderful opportunity for singers, instrumentalists, worship leaders, pastors, audio/visual folks, etc. to come together for two days of workshops, seminars and classes with experts in these fields from all over the country. The highlight of each day is a night concert of praise and worship, led by folks like Chris Tomlin, Matt Redman and Paul Baloche. It's a great opportunity to get out and see what's available for worship, and to network with other folks involved in worship. This year, we have the budget for additional people to attend. I'm excited about this year's program and how we can take what we learn and bring it back to Elim. In addition, the same people who put on the CMS every year are offering a Sound workshop for folks involved exclusively in sound production. It will be this February in the Puyallup area. Depending on how it is received, I will try to get a budget for that as well in next year's budget. 

I would like to incorporate more special music this year. I hope to have some type of special presentation (men’s/women's group, instrumental group, solo vocalist, etc.) at least once a month. I believe this would help to broaden our musical worship outside the worship team, and give others a chance to participate. If you feel led to organize and lead this effort, please let me or Tomina know. 

Also, Martin and the elders and I have been looking at how we can enhance the worship experience at Elim. We are in the process of looking at a worship consultant, who would work with Martin and me as we look at ways to fine-tune our worship. At this point, the end goal hasn't been finalized…but our desire is to bring about a meaningful worship experience that is uplifting, authentic and unique to Elim.

We're always looking for people that want to be involved in worship (all aspects of worship…musical, sound, visual, scripture reading, etc.). If you feel called to lend your talents to this vital ministry, please let me or Tomina know.

Finally, I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity to lead you in worship. I consider it a privilege. I would also like to thank Tomina and the rest of the team for their commitment and passion. I would ask that you continue to pray for me and the team.

